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March 2018 Summary

For the second consecutive year, temperatures in March were actually colder
than in February. Two major weather events highlighted March 2018. On March
2nd through March 5™, a prolonged period of strong west to northwest winds
produced significant ocean overwash and coastal flooding from Ocracoke north to
Duck along the Outer Banks. The storm also produced record low water levels in
the Neuse and Pamlico Rivers. Low pressure off the Carolina coast produced a
minor snow event on March 12. Strong gusty winds accompanied this system.
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Around One Inch of snow in Kinston, March 12, 2018 (@LewPirate)

DISCLAIMER : The climate data provided are preliminary and have not undergone final
quality control by NCDC. Therefore...this data is subject to revision.



March 2018 Rainfall
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Rainfall was close to normal over most of the area with 4-5 inches in most areas.
Beaufort was a bit drier in March with about 2.5 inches of rainfall.




Average Temperatures within our CWA in
March 2018
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Temperatures in March 2018 were 3 to 5 degrees below normal in all locations!



Temperature Extremes within our CWA in
March 2018.
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March 2018 Precipitation Vs Climate Normal
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Precipitation in March 2018 was generally
around 4 inches, except 2 to 3 inches over
the Crystal Coast and far southern
sections. This is fairly close to normal,
except 1-2 inches below normal in the far
southern areas.

Generated 3/30/2018 at HPRCC using provisional data.

Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
2/28/2018 — 3/29/2018

Generated 3/30/2018 at HPRCC i yrovisional data. MOAA Regional Climote Centers
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Latest Drought Monitor for North Carolina

U.S. Drought Monitor March 27, 2018

(Released Thursday, Mar. 29, 2018)

North Carolina Valid 8 am EDT

Intensity:

DO Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought
B o: extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

Author:

Chris Fenimore
NCEI/NESDIS/N OAA

http J//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

No Drought conditions are being observed across eastern North Carolina.
Some Abnormally Dry conditions continue over central North Carolina.



Monthly Drought Outlook

For April

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Valid for April 2018

Released March 31, 2018

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Cngoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought M onitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
. g i areas imply drought removal by the
gfl"atl?cgugh P end of the period (DO or none).

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center _' i . Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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